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WITH MARK WILSON

I lost but found new folk and roads

S

ORRY Queenstown, you
won’t be getting a local
MP, not for now anyway.
My recent quest to be
your National Party candidate
began in December without even
knowing you could join a political
party.
Five months later I’ve come to
appreciate and respect the
internal workings of one.
I’ve met some real salt of the
earth folk, enjoyed having an
audience to listen to my
ramblings, and even discovered a
couple of new roads, which for
someone who has done 80,000plus kilometres around the south
in the last two-and-a-half years is
no mean feat.
It was a very robust and
challenging selection process and
a great learning experience. I had
a real good crack and reckon I
didn’t do too badly for a rank
outsider before being drafted out
at the final gate and sent back to
pasture.

Like any young Southland
teenager my life’s goals were
simple: play for the Stags, appear
in a Speight’s advert and become
some form of politician – most
likely a mayor or MP.

My goals were
simple: play for the
Stags, appear in a
Speight’s ad and
become a politician
Unfortunately a lack of size and
skill derailed my rugby career but
I have managed to contribute as
the Stags commercial and
marketing manager for two-anda-half years.
I was lucky enough to be chosen
to accompany the Speight’s Ale
House to London in 2007 as part
of the ‘Great Beer Delivery’ and
subsequently appeared in a couple
of adverts for my favourite drop.
When I heard Bill English was

stepping down as our electorate
MP late last year I thought this
could be my chance to knock off
number three.
I was asked, almost in bemusement by people who know me,
why would you want to be a
politician?
Political correctness and suit
wearing, that’s not you!
That’s 100 per cent correct. I,
like most Kiwis, am happiest
when the Government gets out of
my way and lets me get on with
life. I think we need to spend
more time trying to find less for
them to do rather than constantly
coming up with new ways they
can impose on our lives then
charge us for the privilege.
I always have seen politicians as
a necessary evil.
Not once during the National
Party selection process did I ever
want to become just another
politician.
I often used the line: “I’m just a
person who loves where he lives

and wants to do a good job for
those here.”
For the record, I wish Todd
Barclay – a 23-year-old from Gore
who won – all the best. He might
need a bit of help boning up on
our local Queenstown issues but
he’s a very bright and I’m sure will
be a hit with the female voters
given his dapper appearance.
For me, I gave up everything to

be able to give this 100 per cent so
for the first time in a long time
I’m free from work and will go sit
on a beach somewhere hot for a
few weeks and ponder what the
next move is.
Anyone with an exciting project
they need a hand on, call me.
Mark Wilson is a Queenstownbased marketing consultant

SERVICING CENTRAL OTAGO FROM TWO GREAT LOCATIONS
Cromwell

2010 Toyota Hilux SR5

$39,990

D/C, auto, 3.0 Turbo Diesel, air con, air bags,
tow bar, 83,000kms, great buying.
4 to choose from.
Queenstown

2009 Subaru Tribeca

$35,990

3.6 litre, AWD, alloy wheels, leather trim heated
seats, climate air, tow bar.
Queenstown

2010 Kia Koup

$19,990

2.0 litre, manual, New Zealand new,17 inch
alloy wheels, ABS, cruise control, leather trim,
sunroof.

Cromwell

Cromwell

2011 Hyundai i20

2012 Suzuki Grand Vitara

$31,990

2.4 auto, only 9,000kms, black, alloys, leather,
sunroof.

$15,990

1.4 manual hatch aircon, ABS, air bags, a great
economical vehicle loads of roam from this
little hatch

Queenstown

2008 Suzuki Swift

$12,990

1.4 litre, automatic transmission, power
windows, remote locking, great value.

Was $31,990
2009 Subaru Legacy Wagon

NOW $29,990

2.5 litre turbo, alloy wheels, electric seats,
multi-function steering wheel, dual climate air.

Was $22,990
2007 subaru Impreza XGT

17 inch alloy wheels, tiptronic, cruise control
and a performing 2 litre turbocharged engine.
This XGT Impreza is a must see!

Cromwell

2010 Hyundai i30a

$26,990

2.5CVT Sport Wagon, Pearl white, 6 spd, 195kw,
superb condition.

$19,990

1.6, auto, air Bags, ABS, alloy wheel, a great
little 5 door hatch well priced

Queenstown

2011 Ford Falcon XR6 FG

$25,990

4.0 litre, auto, sedan, 76,000kms, alloys, CD
player, excellent condition, great buying.

Queenstown

NOW $20,990 NOW $21,990

2 litre, turbo, AWD,17 inch alloy wheels, manual
transmission, cruise control.

2012 Subaru

Queenstown

Queenstown

Was $21,990
2007 Subaru Impreza GT_S

Cromwell

Queenstown

2004 Honda Accord Euro

$12,990

2.5 litre, auto, sedan, petrol, 135,000kms.

Cromwell

2009 Nissan Navara

NOW $22,990

DX double cab diesel, 4x4, 2.5t.d, 169,000kms,
extremely clean and tidy.

Queenstown

2008 Ford Focus

$14,990

2.0 litre, New Zealand new, cruise control,
CD player, central locking, electric windows,
5 door hatch.

Queenstown

Was $31,990
2009 Subaru Outback Premium

NOW $29,990

3.6 litre, alloys, keyless start, leather, heated
front seats, climate air-con, paddle shift, electic
seats, immaculate order.

Call MIKE at Queenstown
or PETER at Cromwell
to discuss Finance and
Insurance options!

Central Otago's only authorised parts & servicing for
QUEENSTOWN

Chris Pelletier
Service
Manager

CROMWELL

Servicing all makes & models

Factory trained technicians

Kia Oval Logo 4/C - Large

Graeme Tyrell
Service
Manager

110 Gorge Road, Queenstown
Ph: 03 442 8989
Servicing motoring needs since 1931
Ken McKenzie: 021 373 111
View all of our stock online at www.winger.co.nz Mike Redmond: 021 940 643

Ken
McKenzie

Mike
Redmond

6 Murray Terrace, Cromwell
Ph: 03 445 3600
Mark Ruddenklau: 027 221 3376
Mark
Peter Barnie: 027 839 4070
Ruddenklau:

Peter
Barnie

041424o7599

Hours: Monday - Friday 8–5.30pm, Saturday Sales 9–1pm

